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Competitive Grant Program Rankings—WRIA 9 Salmon Recovery scores well 
The scores are in!  Auburn’s “104th Avenue SE Green River Park” development project ($500,000) is the 
6th highest ranked project for funding by the Aquatic Lands Enhancement Account, 2019-22, while 
Seattle’s restoration of “Lowman Beach Park” ($500,000) is #9, followed by Tukwila’s “Chinook Wind 
Public Access” project ($157,200) at #10.  Being in the top 10 is good news given the amount of state 
funding anticipated for the program. 
 
Pursuant to funding by the Puget Sound Acquisition and Restoration (PSAR) Fund grant, Kent’s “Downey 
Farmstead Side Channel Restoration Phase II” salmon recovery project is ranked #7 of 11 regionally-
significant projects Sound-wide.  This ranking likely positions the project to be funded at $5.3 million. 
 
King County’s “McSorley Creek Shoreline and Estuary Restoration Design” project in the City of Des 
Moines and Saltwater State Park was ranked 14th of 49 nearshore projects by the 2019/21 Estuary and 
Salmon Recovery Program, enhancing $690,000 in funding for project design.  Karen Bergeron and I 
briefed the City of Des Moines Council Environment Committee on the project on October 11th. 
 
Connect Capital:  Investing in Infrastructure in South Park 
On October 1st, I attended a briefing by the Seattle Connect Capital team member, Ann Grodnik-Nagle.  
The Connect Capital team is comprised of staff from Seattle Public Utilities, Offices of Economic 
Development and Sustainability, as well as members of a community foundation and organization.  
Connect Capital is a two-year initiative of the national Center for Community Investment that assists 
communities to attract and deploy capital at a scale to improve residents’ health and increase their 
access to opportunity.  There are five other Connect Capital teams across the U.S.  The Seattle team is 
focusing its efforts on the South Park mixed residential and industrial use neighborhood on the 
Duwamish River, addressing Lower Duwamish Superfund Cleanup, South Park Conveyance and Pump 
Station (a new stormwater collection and conveyance system in roadways that don’t currently have 
formal drainage), and South Park Water Quality Facility for treating polluted stormwater. 
 
Washington State Chapter of the American Planning Association Fall Conference 
On October 5th, I provided a session on WRIA 9’s update of the Salmon Habitat Plan at the Washington 
American Planning Association Conference in Spokane.  The presentation focused on the scientific 
assessments that will inform evaluation and refinement of the Salmon Habitat Plan and, in turn, how to 
use the Salmon Habitat Plan to inform local decision making and planning.  The session was well 
attended and there has been considerable feedback from attendees who are requesting more 
information. 
 
Seattle University Senior Project Sponsor—Desimone Oxbow 
I was asked to be a project sponsor of a small group of civil engineering seniors at Seattle University for 
the academic year September 2018-June 2019.  I met the four-student team on October 8th at a fall 
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workshop on campus.  The senior project topic is developing habitat restoration concepts for the 
Desimone Oxbow property on the Duwamish River that take into consideration the many real life 
challenges to and opportunities for restoring the site.  Sponsorship is funded by the U.S. Forest Service. 
 
Lower Duwamish Waterway Roundtable 
On October 11th, I attended the first meeting of the Lower Duwamish Waterway (LDW) Roundtable held 
at the Youngstown Cultural Arts Center in West Seattle.  Overviews of Remedial Design and Actions, 
Baseline Sampling, and Upper Reach Design were provided.  Convened by the Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA), the Roundtable will meet three times per year, providing the EPA with recommendations 
during the design and implementation of the Superfund Cleanup.  When the Roundtable membership 
was discussed, the question of WRIA 9 “being at the Roundtable table” was raised and strongly 
encouraged by other members including “Community Advisory Group”, “Community–Based 
Organizations”, and “Government Responsible Parties”.  WRIA 9 is considered as a “Non-Responsible 
Party Local Government Caucus” member.  The Superfund Cleanup report is anticipated by early 2023 
with construction beginning in mid-2023. 
 
Lower Green River Flood Hazard Reduction Plan and Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement 
The first meeting of the Advisory Committee was held on October 12th at the City of Renton Council 
Chambers.  Dennis Robertson, Management Committee Chair, attended to represent WRIA 9.  WRIA 9, 
Flood Control District, King County Water and Land Resources Division, Auburn, Kent, Renton, and 
Seattle staff attended.  Operating guidelines, draft EIS scoping notice and fact sheet, study area 
characterization, and maps of three alternatives were distributed and presented.  Six meetings are 
anticipated over two years, the time estimated to complete the programmatic environmental impact 
statement.  The stated goal of the Lower Green River Corridor Flood Hazard Management Plan is to 
“provide a long-term approach to reduce flood risk and improve fish habitat while supporting the 
economic prosperity of the region”. 
 
The City of Tukwila is convening a meeting of the mayors of the four cities of the Lower Green and King 
County administrative officials with WRIA 9 on November 2nd to discuss WRIA 9’s development of a 
“fourth alternative” that more strongly integrates salmon recovery needs.  The goal is to garner support 
for an alternative by the four cities and King County to be submitted for evaluation of impacts.  Three 
other alternatives to be evaluated by the programmatic environmental impact statement include:  “No 
Action”; “Moderate Geographic Extent of Increased Level of Protection”; and “Greater Geographic 
Extent with Increased Level of Protection, Integrated Habitat and Recreation, Agricultural Protection 
Facilities, And Habitat Restoration Project Partnerships”.  A scoping notice is anticipated in mid-
November. 
 
Congressional, Legislative, and Related Activity 
At its August 9th meeting, the Watershed Ecosystem Forum approved the WRIA 9 2019 Legislative and 
Congressional Priorities.  The Priorities were sent to the WEF/local governments of WRIA 9 and the 
Governor on September 21st and to Washington’s federal delegation on October 4th.   Representative 
Jayapal’s office has tentatively set a meeting with me on November 7th. 
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WRIA 9 supported King County Executive’s comments on the federal agencies’ proposed regulatory 
changes to the Endangered Species Act.  The comments were sent to the Secretaries of Commerce and 
Interior on October 5th.   
 
WRIA 9 provided comments on August 21st to the Department of Ecology on options allowing for 
regional stormwater management.  On October 17th, I attended a workshop of the Our Green Duwamish 
regional stormwater group. 
 
I attended a Congressional staff tour of the Soos Creek hatchery, Howard Hanson Dam, and Tacoma 
Diversion Dam on August 13th.  Congressional staff on this tour: 

Katie Allen, Kilmer 
Lylianna Ayala, Jayapal 
Tre Easton, Murray 
Danielle Fulfs, Jayapal 
Kaylee Galloway, DelBene 

Kelly Marquardt, DelBene 
David Marlin, Heck 
Angie Riesterer, Herrera Beutler 
Colin Swanson, Reichert 

Others attending the tour included King County, WDFW, PSP, GSRO, Governor’s Office, USACE, Tacoma, 
and NOAA (Jennifer Quan).  The tour was part of NOAA’s elevation of HHD fish passage to Congress and 
issues pertaining to H-integration. 
 
On August 8th, I attended a tour of the Lower Duwamish sponsored by The Nature Conservancy.  Geared 
toward informing its Board about urban stormwater issues, an underlying theme is the need for the 
Conservancy to partner with local governments and the private sector in urban areas to bring more 
funding and advocacy to stormwater management and cleanup in particular, but generally improving 
the health of the Green/Duwamish River. 
 
Sustainability TALKS—Auburn High School 
On May 25 at the Auburn Performing Arts Center, I provided a short “Sustainability TALK” on WRIA 9’s 
Re-Green the Green program.  The “less than 8 minute” professional TALKS are provided in front of a 
live student audience during a regular school day.  The TALKS are captured on camera and audio with 
the goal to bring expert voices on sustainable systems problem-solving into WRIA 9 classrooms (and 
across Puget Sound) to simulate inquiry and catalyze problem-based learning.  TALKS are produced by 
Sustainability Ambassadors in partnership with WRIA 9, and behalf of schools throughout Puget Sound.  
WRIA 9 is partnering with Sustainability Ambassadors to implement education and outreach actions of 
the Salmon Habitat Plan. Doug’s and all other TALKS are or will be available soon for viewing online 
at: https://www.sustainabilityambassadors.org/apps/videos/channels/show/4250038-green-duwamish-
watershed.  
 
Karen Bidding Adieu to “Go Farming” 
Karen Bergeron is retiring as WRIA 9’s Habitat Projects Coordinator after 12 years of amazingly 
productive contributions to salmon recovery in WRIA 9 and those who are fortunate to work with her.  
Karen and her husband, Ed, who are empty nesters, are pursuing a life in farming!  Who says farmers 
and fish can’t mix!?  After taking most of November off, Karen’s last day with WRIA 9 is December 3rd. 

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sustainabilityambassadors.org%2Fapps%2Fvideos%2Fchannels%2Fshow%2F4250038-green-duwamish-watershed&data=02%7C01%7Clwest%40kingcounty.gov%7C427977a059ac41116cef08d63937a3b1%7Cbae5059a76f049d7999672dfe95d69c7%7C0%7C0%7C636759308473157267&sdata=6r6CgWwOEkyAd8k88bpC6EtebL9JPL60SQUy1JrKvFA%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sustainabilityambassadors.org%2Fapps%2Fvideos%2Fchannels%2Fshow%2F4250038-green-duwamish-watershed&data=02%7C01%7Clwest%40kingcounty.gov%7C427977a059ac41116cef08d63937a3b1%7Cbae5059a76f049d7999672dfe95d69c7%7C0%7C0%7C636759308473157267&sdata=6r6CgWwOEkyAd8k88bpC6EtebL9JPL60SQUy1JrKvFA%3D&reserved=0

